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JAN 1953 


memorandum rOR: TlMt Vic# P3P«#ldi«Bt 
SUBlECT: V#»«»««l»a Opp©#iti«m Gfcrap# 


1, With refereac# to your iaquirt## wEicE are## at tfb# 
i laaaary mactiag td the Ifailoaal Secarity Ceaecll em the 
icadarahip U tile r«c€at mllHary reiroit la Vaaeaaela aad tlte 
eatare ai the Vaiw*a«laa oppotttlCHS, the follewlsg additional 
lBfei*matioB fa aafliralttedi Jaslox’ calcar# 4 b th« V#ii##aelaii 
Air Fore# aad la aaveral i»ai©r army aoita appear to hav# 
attppU«ii the hackhoa# of leadership for the revolt. The 
goverameat has made axtSBaivc arrests among the military 
and 14 rehel officers (inclading aevan with the ra»h of major) 
•neaped hy plane to Cdomhla. At least four of VeBeauela s 
1$ hattall^s of ground troops were also involved Md the well- 
trained natiOBSl guard may have been partially imi^icated. The 
navy remained aloof. 

2. The top Uaderebtp of the revolt has not yet been 
Identified. The air force chief of staff and the army commai^er 
are under arrest, either on sasplcltm disloyalty or for direct 
parllcfpatton la the plot. 

i. Among the possible motivating forces behind the revolt 
arc the following: opposition to Perss^ indefinite contlnnance In 
power! resentment agelnst cIvUlsn enrvelllence of the military 
through the nat!«»al security police ander the Ministry of Interior! 
Junior nffleer c^posltlim to or envy of lavish graft among top- 
ranking {^fleers! subordination of the air force to ground force 
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costroll » gsseral swsre&ets elYtliso siKi charcli^ opposttton 
to the rogime; g«s^a« to rsIiuK the striimsst coettrols 

cw ii^emsl fecttrlty «ad p«rs«msl llhortiss: amMlios cm 

the f«Tt srf r«liei o^icers to sttsis f ©•itloas of grsstsr sutibtorlty. 

4. TIm cfvittsn of^ositiim to tlie rsgiixie fi^rolksMir lsu;liid«« 

the msjerltf oi the politlcsllf ta4«»est«4 gsaorji^ srhieh, 

however, has i^pesred to be reetgsed to f^res* eoelbode end 
costfaeitascc io office. Altboagb closely ceatrolled by ^ gevers* 
meat, orgsaised labor, jptartteslarty theee ssiose allowed to 
operate i»de{>eadeatty of the ^ieial ceafederatloa, le appareatly 
largely among the oppoeltioa. 

5. The ei(dlawe4 Commsalfl party aad leftist Bemocrattc 
Actios (AD) f»arty**targely sappreeeed ai^ dlaorgaaiaed like 
all Yeftesaelaa oppositioit elemeatS' -probably retata a siaable 
foD<miag is Ycaesoeta (it^mmbers, former msisbers, and 
sympatbisers). tbe AD's ctaadectlse orgaaiaaUoa, however, 
i* believed relatively faeffeettve at p reseat, te additios, the 
Catholic hierarchy hae bcea at odd# with l^e goverameat elace 
laet May aed Its prase organ has pnblished tee only overt 
criticism of Feres* regime la recent mmrths. Finally, 
waiver slty high school stedents and most of the press 
have recently demonstrated that they are largely la the ranks 
of tee antt -government foreee. 



Allen W . Dnllee 
Director 
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Z cc - DCI 
1 cc - DDCI 
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